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flf                                                  EPHEMEROPTERA
\                                  (Ephemerida, Plectoptem, Agnatha), Mayflies.
(- ;
Fragile insects without mouth-parts. Antennae small.
Wings membranous with many longitudinal and cross-veins,
hind-wings small, often reduced or absent. There are two,
or more usually three, caudal filaments.
Mayflies are to be found in all parts of the world, mainly
in temperate regions, but are confined to the neighbourhood
of water, not being found in arid districts. They are quite
unmistakable insects and of very uniform appearance (Plate
I, Fig. 4), occurring generally in abundance where found, near
streams or other water. The net-veined delicate wings, of
which the fore pair is always the larger, are opposed when at
rest, after the manner of butterflies. The tail filaments are
also very characteristic. Colours are dingy grey, brown,
green, or yellow, never brilliant.
The head is of medium size with large compound eyes and
three ocelli. In the male the compound eyes are always larger
and frequently divided completely, so that there are really
four distinct compound eyes. One pair of these may be still
further modified and each eye be borne at the end of a pillar.
Antennae are short, of two or three joints, the terminal one
being long and bristle-like, the basal joint short and stout.
Mouth-parts are atrophied. Generally there is no trace of
mouth-parts, but in some, indications of mouth appendages
are present. The prothorax is small. Mesothorax very large
and well developed, contrasting with the much smaller meta-
thorax, which is little different in size from an abdominal seg-
ment. The wings are somewhat fanlike and longitudinally
corrugated, with several intercalary veins and many cross-veins.
The fore pair are always the larger, the hind-wings being often
small and sometimes entirely reduced. Legs vary in length and
are adapted for clinging. Frequently the first pair of the male
are of exceptional length and are used in pairing. In Campsurus
only the first pair of legs is normally developed, the second and
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